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SESSION 1 – 14 November 2012 

Making sense of the evidence - changing trends in state intervention and in the 

care population, and their impact on permanence   

Presenters: Janet Boddy, Bruce Clark, Ann Phoenix 

PARTICIPANTS ORGANISATION/ROLE 

Noel ARNOLD Philcox Gray & Co, Solicitors Solicitor 

Claire  BAKER Catch 22 & NCAS Senior Policy Manager 

Nina  BIEHAL University of York Research Director, Children and 

Young People’s Social Work Team 

Janet  BODDY University of Sussex Reader in Child, Youth & Family 

Studies (Education) 

Jim  BOND Essex Foster Carers Association Chair, and foster carer 

Dorit BRAUN The College of Social Work Interim Chief Executive 

Carole BROOKS ADCS  Lead Researcher, ADCS 

Safeguarding Pressures National 

Research 

Julia  BROPHY University of Oxford  Senior Research Fellow, Centre for 

Family Law and Policy 

Bruce CLARK CAFCASS 
Director of Policy    

Jenny CLIFTON Office of Children's Commissioner Principal Policy Advisor 

(Safeguarding) 

Martha COVER Coram Chambers Head of Chambers, and Co-Chair 

Association of Lawyers for Children 

Susanna DAUS LB Islington Operational Manager, Children 

Looked After Resources, Targeted 

and Specialist Children and 

Families Services 

Jonathan DICKENS University of East Anglia Lecturer in Social Work and 

International Child Welfare  

Nicola DOYLE Department of Education Head of Fostering Policy 

Ratna DUTT Race Equality Foundation Chief Executive 

Brigid FEATHERSTONE The Open University Professor of Social Work 

Harvey  GALLAGHER Nationwide Association of Fostering 

Providers Chief Executive 

Katherine  GIEVE Bindmans, Solicitors Head of Family Law Team 

Busola GIWA LB Lambeth Independent Reviewing Officer 

Elizabeth GOSLING LB Waltham Forest Head of Service Looked After 

Children Service  

David GRAHAM The Care Leavers' Association National Director 

Anna GUPTA Royal Holloway, University of London 

Head, Department of Social Work 

Kelly  HALL Together Trust Senior Manager 

Sally HALLS Children’s Improvement Board   

David  HILL Essex County Council Executive Director for Schools, 

Children and Families  

Colin  HILTON Children’s Improvement Board Director 

Debbie JONES ADCS, LB Lambeth President (ADCS), and Executive 

Director of Children and Young 

People's Services (Lambeth) 

Jeanne  KANIUK Coram Head of Adoption & Permanent 

Families Service 



 

Sue KENT BASW   

Bridget LINDLEY Family Rights Group Deputy Chief Executive and Principal 

Legal Advisor 

Brendah MALAHLEKA LB Lewisham Service Manager 

Judith MASSON University of Bristol Professor of Socio-Legal Studies 

Mike  LINDSAY  Ofsted Head of Advice, Office of the 

Children’s Rights Director 

Martin NAREY Martin Narey Ltd Ministerial Advisor on Adoption 

David OLDHAM Foster Care Associates 
Chief Executive 

Ann PHOENIX Institute of Education, University of 

London 

Co-Director, Thomas Coram 

Research Unit 

Tom RAHILLY NSPCC Head of Strategy & Development: 

Lead for Looked After Children 

Julie  SELWYN Bristol University Director, Hadley Centre for Adoption 

and Foster Care Studies 

John  SIMMONDS BAAF Director of Policy, Research & 

Development 

Ian  SINCLAIR University of York Emeritus Professor, Social Policy 

Research Unit 

Jonathan  STANLEY Independent Children’s Homes 

Association Chief Executive 

June STATHAM Institute of Education, University of 

London 

Professor Emerita of Education and 

Family Support 

June THOBURN University of East Anglia Emeritus Professor, Centre for 

Research on the Child and Family 

Harriet WARD Loughborough University  Director, Centre for Child and Family 

Research 

Andrew  WEBB Stockport Council Director of Children and Young 

People’s Services 

Kate WOOD ADCS Policy Officer 

Maxine WRIGLEY A National Voice 
Chief Executive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SESSION 2 – Learning from the lived experience – the views and experiences of 

children and young people, parents, kinship and foster carers, residential staff and 

adoptive parents 

 

Session 2A – 1 December 2012 

Children and young people with experience of adoption, fostering, kinship and 

residential care shared the views and experiences of focus groups that had been run 

in previous months for the Care Inquiry by the London Borough of Hounslow, The 

Who Cares? Trust, the Together Trust, and Torbay Council.  

This was supplemented by other work by children and young people: one-to-one 

interviews with some young people who were unable to make the focus groups, and 

an online consultation. In total, over 100 children and young people gave their views 

to the Care Inquiry.  

 

Session 2B – 10 December 2012 

 

An opportunity for adults close to children in care, and with experience of different 

ways of providing permanence for children and young people, to come together and 

discuss their views. 

 

Presenters: Angela Rose, Krish Kandiah, Kingsley Peter, Joan Hunt, Beth Neil, Jim 

Wade, John Simmonds, Brigid Featherstone 

 
PARTICIPANTS ORGANISATION/ROLE 

Lynn CHESTERMAN Chief Executive – Grandparents’ Association 

Heather CLARKE Foster Carer 

Anne COOPER Birth Relative   

Imogen COOPER Birth Parent 

Alison  COX Foster Carer 

Brigid FEATHERSTONE Open University 

Samantha FOOTTIT Birth Parent  

Tracey HILL Residential Worker 

Joan HUNT University of Oxford 

Krish KANDIAH Adoptive Parent 

Chris LEAVES Family and Friends Carer 

Jon LEES Specialist Education Services 

Beth NEIL University of East Anglia 

Shegun  OLUSANYA Adoption UK 

Erika PENNINGTON Adoption UK 

Kingsley PETER Foster Carer 

Tony PILGRIM Adoptive Parent 

Paul PRESCOD Family and Friends Carer 

Brigid ROBINSON Voice for the Child in Care 



 

Kim ROBINSON Events Organiser –  The Care Inquiry 

Angela ROSE Birth Parent  

Elizabeth SARPONG Family and Friends Carer 

John SIMMONDS BAAF 

Sam SMETHERS Chief Executive – Grandparents Plus 

Karen STANLEY Foster Carer  

Jim WADE University of York 

Stephen WHITE Hillingdon Children’s Resource Centre 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SESSION 3 – 8 January 2013 

 

Building secure futures: identifying priorities for change  

 

Presenters: Gillian Schofield, Kevani Kanda, Ashley Willamson 
  
PARTICIPANTS ORGANISATION/ROLE 

Peter ARGALL UK Grants Learning and Development Manager, Comic Relief 

Ravinder BARN Professor of Social Policy, Royal Holloway College 

David BERRIDGE Professor of Child and Family Welfare, University of Bristol 

Kay BIRLESON Admin Manager, TACT 

David BRADLEY Head of Children's Services, TACT 

Dorit BRAUN Interim Chief Executive, The College of Social Work 

Katy BURCH Principal Researcher, Institute of Public Care 

Jane BUTLER Strategy Development Manager, Action for Children 

Jenny CLIFTON Principal Policy Advisor (Safeguarding), Office of Children's Commissioner 

Lisa CONDOR Area Manager, TACT Foster Care (Yorkshire) 

Alexandra CONROY-HARRIS Legal Consultant, BAAF 

Emma CORBETT Participation Officer, The Who Cares? Trust 

Elaine FARMER Professor of Child and Family Studies, University of Bristol 

Brigid FEATHERSTONE Professor of Social Work, The Open University 

Sue FOSTER Operations Manager, Fostering Solutions 

Deborah GHATE Founding Director & Chief Executive, The Colebrook Centre for Evidence and 

Implementation 

Colin GREEN  Director of Children, Learning and Young People's Directorate, Coventry City 

Council 

Kelly HALL Senior Manager, Together Trust 

Kevani KANDA Young Care Leaver 

Donna LAFAYETTE Family Group Conference Manager, LB Lambeth 

Bridget LINDLEY Deputy Chief Executive, Family Rights Group 

Dinah MORLEY Short-term Foster Carer, formerly AD LB Hackney, and Director Young Minds 

Kate MORRIS Associate Professor in Social Work, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of 

Nottingham 

Erica PENNINGTON Acting Press, PR and Public Affairs Manager, Adoption UK 

Tom RAHILLY Head of Strategy & Development: Lead for Looked After Children, NSPCC 

Kim ROBINSON Event Organiser - The Care Inquiry 

Gillian SCHOFIELD Professor of Child & Family Social Work Head of School, University of East 

Anglia 

Christine SMART Head of Corporate Parenting, LB Hounslow 

Andy SMITH Assistant Chief Inspector, HM Inspectorate of Probation 

Sue WHITE Professor of Social Work (Children and Families), University of Birmingham 

Ashley WILLIAMSON Young Care Leaver 

 

 

 

 



 

Other contributions (through personal submissions and through the Parliamentary 

briefing on 12 December 2012, hosted by Baroness Hilary Armstrong): Elaine Farmer, 

Brid Featherstone and Sue White, Dinah Morley, Nicola Hill, Marie Tucker, Mike Stein, Angela 

Kingston, Ian Dickson, Tony Pilgrim, Charlotte Kingston, Ian Merry, Anne Cooper and Amy O’ 

Donohoe. 

 

CARE INQUIRY Organisers 

Adoption UK Hugh Thornbery Chief Executive 

BAAF David Holmes Chief Executive 

Family Rights Group Cathy Ashley Chief Executive 

Fostering Network Robert Tapsfield Chief Executive 

Research in Practice Dez Holmes Chief Executive 

The Who Cares? Trust Natasha Finlayson Chief Executive 

Together Trust  David Marriott Chief Executive 

TACT Kevin Williams Chief Executive  

Young people’s lead Emma Corbett The Who Cares? Trust 

Communications’ leads Jackie Sanders & Dominic Stevenson Fostering Network 

Sessions’ administrators Kim Robinson & Steve Caldwell  Family Rights Group 

Care Inquiry Co-ordinators Mary Ryan & Jo Tunnard RyanTunnardBrown 
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