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Nuffield Science Teaching Project

Select bibliography and archival sources

The bibliography does not attempt to be exhaustive. References in the synthetic accounts and reviews will provide more information. Waring’s notes are especially helpful in this regard, for both published and unpublished sources, up to about 1978. The bibliography prepared by Dawson & Letton is helpful in identifying studies, especially by higher degree students, that may not be found in standard literature searches. For later studies, see the lists of theses published from time to time in Studies in science education. Published schemes of work, laboratory guides, text and other material for pupils and teachers are not listed here. 

The records of the Chelsea College part of the project are in the Archives of King’s College London, in 591 boxes (including one outsize) and 2 files. The collection contains records of the Nuffield Foundation Science Teaching Project (NFSTP), 1949-1993 but mainly dating from the 1960s and 1970s, including general administrative papers, 1961-1974; the Secondary Science Education Programme, 1965-1974; the Junior Science Project, 1960-1974; the Combined Science Project, 1964-1970; A-level in Physical Sciences, 1955-1974; Physics A- and O-level, 1963-1972; Chemistry O-level, 1962-1974; Chemistry A-level, 1962-1974; Biology O-level, 1962-c1973; Biology A-level, 1963-1972; records relating to publications, also including material on NFSTP administration, 1949-1992; published texts, 1960-1993; and film loops and accompanying teaching notes, 1966-1978, for various subjects and age groups. A detailed catalogue is available at (http://www.kcl.ac.uk/depsta/iss/archives/collect/1nu30-0.html)

for each of the headings: 

· STP Science Teaching Project -- General Administrative Papers 

· SS Secondary Science Education Programme

· JSP Junior Science Project

· CSP Combined Science Project

· ALPS A-level in Physical Sciences

· PAL, POL Physics A- and O-level

· COL, COL/NCR Chemistry O-level

· CAL Chemistry A-level

· BOL Biology O-level

· BAL Biology A-level

· TEXT Published texts

· PBN Publications

· /FL Film loops

Because the project involved practising scientists as advisers and providers of material, a wide range of archives is likely to contain some relevant items. For example, Professor A J Cain’s papers contain (an unknown amount) of correspondence with William Anderson, the publication manager based at Chelsea (http://www.amphilsoc.org/library/mole/c/cain.htm#boxfolder1); the papers of W.L Bragg at the Royal Institution contain some material; and the papers of Bunny Dowdeswell held at the University of Bath contain material related to his involvement with the biology projects (http://www.a2a.org.uk/html/1128-ncuacs83499.htm).  
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The report, primarily descriptive accounts aimed at the science education community of the United States, concentrates on projects that produced materials for secondary science courses that “integrate the special sciences”. There are chapters on Nuffield Combined Science and Nuffield Secondary Science. The accounts of other projects and brief accounts of the educational systems in Britain at the time allow the projects to be placed in context.
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Summarises, contrasts and compares published evaluations of five science curriculum projects in a useful discussion of general issues of evaluation, and helps situate the approaches to the two Nuffield projects: Nuffield Secondary Science (Alexander, 1974) and Nuffield A-level Biology (Kelly (1971 –72) q.v..
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