
Tell me and I forget, 
teach me and I 

remember, involve me 
and I learn 



Paid internships: 
quantitative skills from the classroom to 

the workplace

@UoMQStep @JackieCarter



Q-Step paid (living wage) internships

• All studied introductory 
statistics modules

• Politics & International 
Relations, PPE, Sociology, 
Criminology, Linguistics 

• New degrees BA Social 
Science “with QM”

• 8-weeks long work-
placements, summer of 
2nd year

• 190 students in 5 years
• 4 international in 2018
• Public, private, 

voluntary sector
– A data-driven, research 

project

• Don’t assess, celebrate



Where do they go?







What do they do?

What do they do next?



Student stories at 
http://www.manchester.ac.uk/q-
step/student-stories/ 



Government Departments
Home Office, DFID, FSA, DfE, College of Policing 



5 students, 5 summers, 5 stories

• Sociology (or Sociology with …)
• Politics and International Relations
• Politics, Philosophy and Economics
• Criminology
• English Language and Linguistics



Sociology 

• Natassia Leefe

• Summer 2014

• UCL

Black, K., Geary, R., French, R., Leefe, N., 
Mercer, C., Glasier, A., Macdowall, W., Gibson, 
L., Datta, J., Palmer, M., et al (2016). Trends in 
the use of emergency contraception in Britain: 
evidence from the second and third National 
Surveys of Sexual Attitudes and Lifestyles. 
BJOG, 123(10), 1600-1607. 
"http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/1471-0528.14131”



Sociology 
• MSc in Social Research 

Methods and Statistics 

• Academic year 15/16

• “... without the internship I 
wouldn’t have had a 
dissertation”

• “The Q-Step project had 
everything to do with me 
choosing to do a master’s in 
social research methods and 
statistics.”

http://iase-web.org/documents/SERJ/SERJ16(1)_Carter.pdf



Politics, Philosophy and Economics

• Marcus Johns

• Summer 2015

• IPPR North







Politics and International Relations 

• Leo Carella

• Summer 2016

• Also IPPR North



Politics and International Relations

Professor Rob Ford: 

The tailored support provided by the Q-Step 
programme helped an excellent student with 
little statistical experience develop his ideas 
into an outstanding piece of original research. 

I'm still working with him on turning the 
dissertation into a journal paper. 



Sociology and Linguistics

• Yanling Guo

• Summer 2017

• ELSA research



Sociology and Linguistics

As the internship raised my interest of adverse events in later life, 
I decided to carry on this topic in my final year sociology 
dissertation. China's "one-child policy" lasted over 30 years until 
2015, so that the families losing their only child led to many social 
problems—and mostly the parents were elderly people…. I also 
chose a quantitative module about demographic data analysis in 
my last year to help me with the analysis.

I considered undertaking a role in academia after graduation. 
Through the internship, I experienced the researchers' work in 
certain ways. This way of working contained constant thinking, 
but also meaningful discussion with others. My idea of applying 
for a higher degree was confirmed and programmes related to 
quantitative research methods were all open for my choice.



Criminology

• Victoria Smith

• Summer 2015

• Home Office –
Crime and Policy 
Unit



Criminology

• First class degree
• UK Data Service 

Dissertation Prize
• MRes Criminology 

(Social Statistics)
• Home Office part-time 

statistical officer
• Research officer Sept 

2017 …. 
• Q-Step mentor for 

2018



Anna – the one that nearly got away



Q-Step is just four years old

• From the classroom to 
the workplace: how 
social science students 
are learning to do data 
analysis for real 
(Carter, Brown and 
Simpson, 2016)

Royal Statistical Society



Challenges and Opportunities 
• How to assess and 

evaluate?

• ‘with QM’ degrees –
range of skills

• Who pays?
£3,000 per student, per 

summer

• Equality of access?

• Creative ‘assessment’
• Pay it forward

• Curriculum design and 
advanced QM

• Co-funding, Industrial 
Strategy Challenge 
Fund? University (TEF)

• Opening doors



Contact details

• Prof Jackie Carter j.carter@manchester.ac.uk

• @JackieCarter

• @UoMQStep

• www.manchester.ac.uk/q-step/

• Work placements, internships and applied research 
(Carter, Sage, forthcoming (2019))

mailto:j.carter@manchester.ac.uk
http://www.manchester.ac.uk/q-step/
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