A2 Science in Society – Tackling long answer questions


Tackling long answer questions at A2.

Unit 3

In section B, candidates will be asked to discuss a quote which is related to one of ‘How Science Works’ ideas that underpins the course.  

They will be expected to be able to explain what the underpinning idea means, and give specific examples of where they have studied that idea in the AS and A2 contexts.  These examples don’t necessarily have to be very detailed, but should indicate that the students understand the link between context and HSW.

Preparing students:

· Make sure that your students are as familiar with HSW as they are with the science explanations.  

· Provide cue cards with a summary of each of the 8 HSW ideas.  

· Ask students to give examples of new stories/topics that relate to each card.

· When revising contexts ask students to identify which HSW ideas are most relevant.
In the exam:

· Encourage students to make a plan before starting to write their answer.  Evidence shows that candidates who do this generally score in the higher mark bands.

· Remind students of GCSE English PEE (Point – evidence – explanation) – or the equivalent in your institution.  Where possible, every point they make should be backed up with evidence and an explanation of how it supports their point.

Unit 4

In section B, candidates are asked to answer two 12 mark questions.  

The first question requires them to explain, in their own words, the science explanations and contexts which are addressed in the pre-release material.  They will usually be asked to frame their explanation in a particular style, or for a specific audience.  As far as possible, they should try to stick to this style/audience and consider carefully what they are writing.  They should avoid simply quoting the material given in the pre-release.

The second question requires them to provide a reasoned argument to a question arising from the pre-release material.  

Preparing students:

· Ensure that they understand the Science explanations relating to the pre-release material. Although they will not be expected to carry out additional reading into new topics, you may wish to review some AS/A2 topics as appropriate.

· Ask students to summarise the science ideas in their own words.

· As a group suggest potential controversial issues/questions that might arise from the pre-release.  Practice writing a reasoned argument to support their opinion. 

· Encourage them to use quotes from the source material to support/oppose their view point.
· Remind students of GCSE English PEE (Point – evidence – explanation) – or the equivalent in your institution.  Where possible, every point they make should be backed up with evidence (from the sources or course contexts) and an explanation of how it supports their point.

In the exam:

· Encourage students to make a plan before starting to write their answer.  
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